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that body to deliver its mandate before the second Round
Table Conference.

Meanwhile the Government planned out their programme
to suppress any attempt to revive the Civil Disobedience
Movement. The situation in Bengal, the United Provinces,
and the North-West Frontier Province led to the promulga-
tion of a number of Ordinances. It became clear to the
Government that upon Gandhi's return to India without
coming to any settlement in regard to the demands of the
Congress, there would be a deliberate attempt to revive
Civil Disobedience, Some of the leaders of the extremist
section of the Congress were therefore arrested and their
followers were made to realize that the Government would
no longer tolerate any form of " direct action/'

Gandhi returned to India on December 28, 1931, and on
the following day telegraphed to the Viceroy for an inter-
view. He expressed surprise at the repressive measures
adopted by the Government during the period of the Irwin-
Gandhi pact and enquired whether this attitude of the
authorities was an indication of the end of the " truce/'
But Gandhi was informed that the Viceroy was not prepared
to discuss with him the measures which the Government had
taken in controlling such activities as were necessary to meet
the campaign of hostility and disorder. The Viceroy's
refusal to see Gandhi inspired the following resolution by
the Congress Working Committee which met in Bombay:

" The Committee is prepared to render co-operation
to the Government provided the Viceroy reconsiders his
Thursday's telegram to Mahatma Gandhi, adequate relief
is granted in respect of Ordinances and its recent acts, free
scope is left to Congress in any future negotiations and
consultations to prosecute the Congress claim for complete
independence and the administration of the country is
carried on with popular representatives pending the attain-
ment of such independence/'

Gandhi, in a spirited reply to the Viceroy, regretted the
Viceroy's decision in regard to the interview he asked for, and